
 Kind regards,
Jackie Chambers (Headteacher)

Welcome Back - September 2026

HARRIETSHAM CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

Nurtured We Flourish

Dear Families,

A massive welcome back to the new school year: 2026 - 2027.  I hope you all had a wonderful summer holiday.  We are so
excited to see the children back at school on Thursday 3  September.rd

Please see the following in this newsletter:
Page 1 - Staffing updates and Attendance
Page 2 - Key Dates  - Including Year Group Meetings, PE Days and Forest School days
Page 3 - Trips Overview for your child’s year group
Page 4 - Other events celebrated this year and a welcome back for your children.
Page 5 - Tips for supporting your child at school.

We are delighted to welcome Ms Reeves and Miss Alexander to
our staff team this school year.

Ms Reeves is our new Business Leader.  She is very experienced
and will help to manage all of the Business Functions of our

school.
Miss Alexander is teaching Robins (Year 3).  She is an experienced

teacher and can’t wait to get stuck in.

Unfortunately for us, Mr Mellor has been offered a new position
as part of cabin crew for an airline.  We think he will be amazing in

this role, but, it does mean that he will sadly be leaving us on
Friday.  We are sure you will all join us in wishing him the best of
luck as he travels the world.  We will let you know as soon as we

have recruited a new front of house receptionist.

Some of you may know that Miss Spain unfortunately lost her
baby last year.  She is not quite ready to return to work and so
Mrs Evans (Inclusion Leader) will be teaching in Year R every

Monday and Tuesday.  Mrs Evans will plan her time so that she is
available for parent meetings in the latter half of the week, and

Mrs Hancock will be available for parents on Mondays and
Tuesdays. Please do bare with the team whilst Mrs Evans takes
on this additional responsibility to ensure our Year R children

have a settled start to their school year.

We have lots and lots of exciting learning planned for this year.  The teachers have been in school over the
holidays getting their classrooms ready and preparing an exciting curriculum for our children and we can’t wait
to share it with them.  You will be updated on our developments over the course of the year.

We all know that it is important for children to be in school to
learn.  Unfortunately, attendance at our school is currently
sitting below the national average.  This means that our
children are not receiving the same education as their peers at
other schools nationally.

We need your help to improve our attendance.

Our school attendance target is for our children to have at
least 96% attendance.  Last year, our attendance was 93.3%.  
Although an improvement on the year prior, this has an impact
on our children’s learning.  2.2% of our absence was
unauthorised.

We ask that you send your child to school unless they are
poorly (see the guide at the end of this newsletter to help you
with deciding what is ‘too poorly for school’).  Children are able
to come to school with a slight cold - we will look after them.  If
your child is poorly, please let the office know before 9am.

Staffing Updates Our Attendance

We are unable to authorise ANY term-time holidays.  This is
Government advice to all schools.  Please check
our dates sheets carefully so that any holidays are
booked outside of term time.  Please also try to
make dental / doctors appointments after school
where possible.



Year 1 & Year 2 Parent Information Evening:
Monday 7  September, 3:30pm – 4:30pmth

Y1: Miss Robert’s Classroom
Y2: Mr Walker’s Classroom

We warmly invite all parents / carers to our upcoming Parent
Information Evenings.  These will provide important
information about your child’s new year group.

Year 5 & Year 6 Parent Information Evening:
Tuesday 8  September, 3:30pm – 4:30pmth

Y5: Mrs Frost’s Classroom
Y6: Ms Pittam’s Classroom

Year 3 & Year 4 Parent Information Evening:
Wednesday 9  September, 3:30pm – 4:30pmth

Y3: Miss Thorne’s Classroom
Y4: Ms Kelly’s Classroom

Year R Parent Information Evening:
Thursday 10  September, 3:30pm – 4:30pmth

Mrs Smith’s Classroom

Introduction to Year Group
Meetings

Monday: 
Year 2 - Sparrows and Jays
Year 3 - Robins and Woodpeckers
Year 4 - Swallows

Forest School Days - Term 1

PE Days for Term 1

Friday:
Year 1 - Kingfishers and Wren
Year 3 - Robins and Woodpeckers

PE Kit Reminder:
Children may wear their PE kit on their PE Days.

House coloured PE T-Shirt.
Plain black sports shorts or plain black leggings / joggers.
Plain black or white trainers.
School maroon sweatshirt / cardigan.

Tuesday:
Year R - Cygnets
Year 4 - Nightingales
Year 5 - Eagles and Kestrels
Year 6 - Hawks and Herons

Wednesday:
Year R - Ducklings
Year 1 - Wrens
Year 5 - Eagles and Kestrels
Year 6 - Hawks and Herons

Thursday:
Year 1 - Kingfishers
Year 2 - Sparrows and Jays
Year 4 - Swallows and Nightingales

Dates for your Diaries
We have mapped out key important dates for the upcoming

year.  These have been added to our ‘Dates for Families’
document.  Please find this here:

Term Dates
Please note: These dates are subject to change.  We will

communicate any changes as early as we can.

https://www.harrietsham.kent.sch.uk/term-dates-1


Lower School News Trips Plan for the Year
The below is a copy of our plan for school trips this year.  All of our trips link to your child’s new year group
curriculum.  The prices below are estimated but we will communicate more detail as soon as we can.  

Please note: For all trips and visits, we will ask for ‘voluntary contributions’ towards the trip.  The amount we ask for is the total
cost of the trip divided by the number of children in the year group.  We do not make a profit from school trips.  Equally, we do not
receive any specific funding for school trips, so if the cost of the trip is not gathered from contributions, the trip will
unfortunately be cancelled.



Other Events Celebrated 

The below shows other events that we plan to celebrate as a whole school.  You will see a list of activities each term
that families are invited to attend.

Welcoming your children back to School

Classrooms open for visits - Tuesday 3  and Wednesday 4  September 3:30 - 4pm:rd th

We know that, for some children, it can be really tricky to return to school after a long break.
If your child is feeling anxious about their first day back on Thursday 3  September, and you feel it would help them,
we are opening all classrooms after our INSET days on Tuesday 1  and Wednesday 2  September between 3:30pm
and 4pm.  If you would like to bring your child along to see their new classroom, and to see some of the staff, please
do pop along - the main front door will be open.

rd

st nd

A Video to say Hello:

See below a little video from our staff to your children.  Please do share this with them.  We hope it will help them to
see some friendly faces and their new classrooms.

Video for Children: Welcome Back 2026

https://www.harrietsham.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Welcome+Back+%2D+September+2026&pid=258


See the short video below to see how
you can help to support attendance.

See the video below to see why good
attendance at school is so important

See the tips below for ideas of how to
help with ‘back to school’ worries.
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