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Dear Families,

It seems absolutely crazy that we are already in Term 6 - the days and weeks are just flying by!  Last week saw us start the
week with an amazing mud run, organised by Mrs Mannering for our children, in order to raise funds for a new piece of play
equipment.  Although the weather was against us, this did not dampen the spirits - Mrs Mannering built us an amazing
course!  Not only did the children (and staff!) enjoy the event immensely, we have raised nearly £4,000 on our last count!
This has just blown us away - thank you all so much - please do send in any extra sponsors this week.  

It is always so lovely to receive lovely feedback from parents, so we were delighted to receive the email below:
Just wanted to say thank you and well done to Miss Mannering et al for organising the mud run - what a great
opportunity for the kids to do something a bit different! Both xx and xx had an absolute blast and it will be one of their
best memories from school. I hope it raised a lot of money for OPAL!  We really appreciate the extra effort the whole staff
team go to enrich the kids learning and school experience.

Kind regards,
Jackie Chambers (Headteacher)

Our Year 6 children had a great time at PGL this week on their residential trip too.  It’s not often that you
welcome back a team of staff who have looked after a cohort of children for 3 days and they tell you the
children were so well behaved the staff feel like they’ve had a holiday!!  I am so proud of our Year 6 children
for this - what great feedback.  Our thanks to Ms Pittam, Mrs Pickering, Mrs Evans, Mrs Keggans, Miss Ward and
Mr Mellor for accompanying them.

https://www.tiktok.com/@harrietshamprimaryschool
https://www.facebook.com/miss.bradley.2023/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Opal-at-Harrietsham/61577582078788/
https://www.tiktok.com/@opal_at_harrietsham?lang=en-GB
https://www.instagram.com/opal_at_harrietsham/
https://www.harrietsham.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=4,4&pid=149&viewid=2
https://www.harrietsham.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=4,4&pid=149&viewid=2


Other Important Updates

Pastoral Updates Inclusion Updates
This week, in the Inclusion team, we are already
thinking about transitions into new year groups
for all our children. 

We have already met with SENCOs at local secondary
schools and the EYFS team will be visiting preschools soon.
This is to help ensure that all the important information
and needs of our children are shared with their new
schools and new teachers as soon as possible. 

Hearing Impairment
We have been working with the hearing impairment team to
think about how our school is able to support those with
hearing loss. This includes looking at the acoustics in
classes, use of visual supports and Makaton signs to
support understanding. 
 

This week’s link: https://www.iask.org.uk/
IASK is Kent's SENDIAS service. They give free, impartial
and confidential information, advice and support about
special educational needs and disabilities for
children/young people up to age 25 and their
parents/carers.

Mrs Evans (Inclusion Leader)

As you know, school budgets are getting smaller, but, this isn’t going to stop us from giving your children the education that
they deserve! We want our offer to our children to continue to grow and grow - we are determined to give them the best, all
round, education that they can have.

New Forest School container on its way:
We are always on the look out for bargains.  This week we have a container that has been donated to us arriving in Forest
School.  Our huge thanks to Mrs Chambers’ neighbour for his very kind donation and for the free delivery.  This will make
storage of equipment for Forest School so much easier and will mean that Miss Bradley will no longer need to ferry
equipment to and from school for her sessions.

IT Equipment Grant
Our huge thanks to the old PTFA (Friends of Harrietsham) for their very generous donation towards new IT equipment for our
children.  This, along with another donation from a kind parent’s company, and a grant that Mrs Fenner has managed to
secure for us, means that we have a total of £10,000 to spend on new i-pads and laptops / chrome books for our children.  
If you know of a company that would be willing to match this fundraising, please do let us know - as the children’s digital
world continues to grow, we are very keen to keep up with the education that they need for this.

Calling - New PTFA Members!
Our recent survey showed that 17 parents would be willing to join together to form a new PTFA.  This is excellent news as it
means we can increase our attempts at fundraising for our children.  If you are keen to meet to discuss what this entails in
more detail, please do contact Mrs Chambers: headteacher@harrietsham.kent.sch.uk

Harrietsham Fundraising

At Harrietsham C of E Primary School, we recognise the
growing concerns and worries surrounding young people’s
mental health and wellbeing. We understand that children
can face a range of emotional challenges, and we are
committed to supporting both our pupils and their families.

YoungMinds is the UK’s leading charity dedicated to
supporting the mental health of children and young people.
They provide trusted advice, practical resources, and expert
guidance to help families navigate challenges such as
anxiety, low mood, stress, behaviour changes, and
emotional wellbeing.

If you are concerned about your child’s mental health, or if
you would like advice on how best to support them,
YoungMinds offers a free and confidential Parents Helpline
staffed by trained advisers. Parents and carers can call
0808 802 5544 or access online support through the
YoungMinds website.

For more information and support, visit the YoungMinds
website at www.youngminds.org.uk.

Mrs Griffin (Pastoral Leader)

Supporting Your Child’s Mental Health with
YoungMinds

mailto:headteacher@harrietsham.kent.sch.uk
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/


Curriculum Updates

Mrs Fenner (Deputy Headteacher)

We’ve had a lovely first week back at school - it’s been great to see the children back and enjoying their
learning.

In last week’s staff meeting, we looked through the draft curriculum overviews and feedback policy for September. Over the
next few weeks, teachers will spend some time looking over the curriculum with me to ensure we are covering a wide range
of exciting topics, with clear skill progression, which ensures our offer for children is exciting, engaging and enables them all
to flourish. As a staff, we have discussed our new feedback policy and looked at how it will help to push children’s learning
on. During Term 6, we will be trialling this in preparation for its full roll out in September. 

There have also been some recent DfE updates regarding EYFS curriculum and assessment. I will be
working closely with Mrs Smith (EYFS Lead) and Mr Walker (Lower School Phase Lead) this term to
review our current practices and to see how this will impact our offer for the next academic year.

This week, we have our Phonics Screen and Multiplication Tables Check. I know the children and
staff in KS1 and Year 4 have been working incredibly hard in preparation for this! I’m sure they will be
fantastic. 

Lower School News Upper School NewsPhase News

Hello Upper School,

Our Year 6 pupils recently returned from an unforgettable
residential trip, demonstrating incredible resilience, teamwork,
and a fantastic "give-it-a-go" attitude. From conquering fears on
the high ropes to collaborating on woodland shelter building,
the children stepped outside of their comfort zones and made
lifelong memories. The instructors highly commended their
exemplary behaviour, and we are incredibly proud of how
beautifully they supported one another throughout the few days
away. A huge thank you to the staff who gave up their time to
ensure such a safe and magical experience!

Meanwhile, back at school, Year 4 have been absolute Maths
superstars as they prepare for and take their statutory
Multiplication Tables Check (MTC). Using tools like Times Table
Rock Stars and daily sound-checks, the children have worked
diligently to master rapid recall up to 12 times 12. They have
approached the assessments with fantastic focus and a positive
mindset. We want to congratulate Year 4 on their hard work, and
extend a big thank you to parents for all the extra times-table
practice at home!

Coming up this week:

Year 6 - Bikeability
Year 4 - MTC check continued

Ms Pittam (Phase Leader)

I can't believe we are in our final term of the year! The
children were very excited to come back to school to see
new topics, refreshed classrooms and to see what amazing
experiences the staff have planned. One of the highlights
last week was the brilliant mud-run, which resulted in lots
of muddy children and teachers! Thanks Mrs Mannering!

Some other examples of things to look forward to this
term are the Year 2 trip to the beach, the stay and plays
for our new EYFS children and our transition to our new
year groups. 

We are also continuously looking at improvements to our
environment. Our next project for the Lower School is a
shelter over the Year 1 & 2 area. 
If you know anyone that could help us with this, or you
are willing to sponsor our project, please email me at:
ben.walker@harrietsham.kent.sch.uk. 

We are also looking for wooden play equipment for our
Lower School. This can also be unwanted furniture. If you
can help with this, please drop me an email!

I would like to remind all Lower-School families that you
can contact me at any point for information relating to all
things Lower-School, I am always happy to help! 

Mr Walker (Lower School Phase Leader)



Next Year’s Trips Offer
We hope you saw our Trips and Visits feedback in the last newsletter.  

If you missed this, please find it here: Newsletter 1st June 2026.
Our Trips and Visits offer for our children can be found below - please do

take a look.
PLEASE NOTE: The below is subject to change and all costs are approximate.

https://www.harrietsham.kent.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=108&type=pdf


As well as planning a yearly overview for trips and visits for the year, we
have also mapped out events that we plan to put on for the children to

further enhance their learning.  You will see below events that families will
also be invited to join in with.

PLEASE NOTE: The below is subject to change.



Attendance

Church Notices
Prayer Meeting

The Harrietsham prayer group now meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month,
at 4pm  in the Church Room (at the back of the village hall). 

Everyone is welcome. Please phone Paul on 01622 859634 or Pamela on 01622
859442 for more details or to ask for prayer, or do just come along to pray about our

community and anything on your mind. 

Bible Study
Come and join our Harrietsham Bible Study group on the 2nd and 4th

Tuesday of each month, at 2pm in the Church Room (there is a door into
this at the back of Harrietsham Village Hall).

Please join us on the day or phone 01622 859442 to find out more.

Tea and coffee will be served and everyone is welcome.

Supported by St John the Baptist Church, Harrietsham

Community Choir
Come along to our fun singalong community choir for

adults, singing popular songs for all!

At St John the Baptist Church, Harrietsham.
We meet once every fortnight between 7pm and 9pm.

Tea, coffee and cake will be served. Everyone is welcome.

For more information, please phone 01622 853819.

Games Club
Come and join us on 1st Tuesday of every month, from 2pm – 4pm, at the Booth Hall.

We supply games but please feel free to bring something you would particularly like to
introduce us to, teach us or just play.

Please join us on the day or phone 01622 859442 to find out more. Tea and coffee will be
served and everyone is welcome.

Supported by St John the Baptist Church, Harrietsham.

This is low! 
School target is 96%

Our school attendance target is 96%.  
We need more children to be in school every day to reach this target.

As per Government Guidance, all holidays during term-time will be unauthorised.
We will also not authorise early collection from school unless proof of appointments can be provided. 

If your child is well enough to be in school, it is imperative that you ensure they are in.  

Well done to all of the classes over our school target of 96%.
Class Attendance

Last Week

Year to Date

Class Punctuality
Well done to all of those children who have been on time every day.  

Last Week

Year to Date



Community News
The below are flyers that we have been asked to share by various community groups. 

Please note that we have no connection with these groups and so cannot endorse them, but we wanted to
share the information in case anything was of interest.

Community News
The below are flyers that we have been asked to share by various community groups. 

Please note that we have no connection with these groups and so cannot endorse them, but we wanted to
share the information in case anything was of interest.

Free 11+ Preparation and
KS2 learning support

Harrietsham Church of England Primary School
has partnered with Atom Learning, a Key Stage 2
learning and 11+ preparation website, to provide
free KS2 learning to primary school children
who are eligible for Pupil Premium. 

 Eligible students will receive access to Atom
Home for free (normally £575.90 a year). 
 

There is a 5-day free trial of Atom available for
non-Pupil Premium families. 
 

 What is Atom Home?
 

Atom Home is an online learning and exam
preparation platform for ages 7-11. Covering
English, maths, verbal reasoning and non-verbal
reasoning, children can practise 11+ questions and
explore learning resources, mock tests, video
tutorials, and exam preparation materials. 
 

Do you know someone who is eligible? 
 

If you would like to explore this resource further,
please visit: https://atomlearning.com/pupil-
premium/primary-schools

After completing the form on this page, the school
office will receive a notification to verify your
child’s pupil premium eligibility. Once confirmed,
your child’s Atom Home account will be created. 
 

How to find out if you are eligible for Pupil
Premium:
 

If you feel your child is eligible for Pupil Premium,
but you have not yet claimed this, please visit:

https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-
children/schools/free-school-meals#tab-1

Equality and Diversity Committee -
Representatives Needed

We are still looking for parents or carers who can represent
the following communities on the committee:

People/ families from ethnic minority backgrounds
Religious backgrounds
LGBTQ+ 

If you feel you can bring your perspective and voice to help
us shape a more inclusive environment for all our children
and families, we would love to hear from you.

Please contact the school office
(office@harrietsham.kent.sch.uk) if you would like to find
out more or volunteer to represent one of these
communities.

https://apply.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/kent
https://atomlearning.com/pupil-premium/primary-schools
https://atomlearning.com/pupil-premium/primary-schools
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/free-school-meals#tab-1
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/free-school-meals#tab-1
mailto:office@harrietsham.kent.sch.uk


After-School Dance and Music
Clubs:

Andy and his team are looking at
running some after-school Dance and

Music Clubs.

Dance – Learn new moves and build
confidence on the dance floor (1
hour – £10, 90 minutes – £13)
Musical Theatre – Singing, dance,
drama and performance skills (1
hour – £10, 90 minutes – £13)
Djembe Drumming – Rhythm,
coordination, and lots of fun! (30
minutes, £10 per lesson)

Please complete the google form (link
below) if your child would be interested

in attending an after-school Music
Club.

https://forms.gle/CnvKHa8TLyq1XPfDA

1:1 in-school Dance Lessons:

To express interest, please sign-up here: https://forms.gle/CnvKHa8TLyq1XPfDA

1:1 in-school Guitar, Singing or Drum Lessons:

Please sign-up here: https://docs.google.com/forms

Andy Davis Music

https://forms.gle/CnvKHa8TLyq1XPfDA
https://forms.gle/CnvKHa8TLyq1XPfDA
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeAvtM4eEfPRjgFsSUmk1X_9HDWx9aByvxxMpDmbCXYL9uqaQ/viewform






https://www.calypsocricketcoaching.com/service-page/1-1-lesson?referral=service_list_widget&utm_campaign=c28331a1-3a98-4517-95ee-4840473f8db9&utm_source=so&utm_medium=mail_lp&cid=8d19f9a3-5806-4626-91c9-42d4032bdadf


https://www.calypsocricketcoaching.com/book-online?category=913e589f-f01c-4684-ad5d-4b85ae213743&utm_campaign=c28331a1-3a98-4517-95ee-4840473f8db9&utm_source=so&utm_medium=mail_lp&cid=8d19f9a3-5806-4626-91c9-42d4032bdadf


https://www.calypsocricketcoaching.com/book-online?utm_campaign=c28331a1-3a98-4517-95ee-4840473f8db9&utm_source=so&utm_medium=mail_lp&cid=8d19f9a3-5806-4626-91c9-42d4032bdadf
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