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 Jackie Chambers (Headteacher)

Dear Families,

I hope that you all enjoyed the half term break - we certainly had the weather for it! I’m hoping you all managed to stay
relatively cool and had some lovely family time.  I cannot believe that we are already in Term 6 of this academic year.  We
have so much to look forward to this term - it is always a long term, but, very enjoyable.

Please do read this newsletter carefully.  It is a long newsletter but there is a lot of information included so that it is all in
one document.  Please pay particular attention to:

Term Dates for this term: Term Dates
Staffing Updates - page 2.
New Free School Meal Eligibility Criteria - page 4.  It is important that anyone eligible applies whether or not
you wish to take the free school meals as your child could receive extra funding for their education.
Important Attendance Notice - page 5.  Attendance at our school is currently below the national average
meaning our children are missing out on vital schooling compared to other children nationally.  This will
affect their learning, their grades and subsequently their life chances.  We need your help to improve this.
Survey Feedback - page 6 - 12.  School Trips / Club Survey results - please do look at the plans that we have
for next academic year.  We are sure you’ll see how your feedback has helped us to generate our offer.
New Clubs information - Drumming, Musical Theatre and Dance - page 13.

Kind regards,

https://www.tiktok.com/@harrietshamprimaryschool
https://www.facebook.com/miss.bradley.2023/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Opal-at-Harrietsham/61577582078788/
https://www.tiktok.com/@opal_at_harrietsham?lang=en-GB
https://www.instagram.com/opal_at_harrietsham/
https://www.harrietsham.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=4,4&pid=149&viewid=2
https://www.harrietsham.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=4,4&pid=149&viewid=2
https://www.harrietsham.kent.sch.uk/attachments/documents.asp?id=1628


Staffing Updates

Curriculum Updates

Mrs Fenner (Deputy Headteacher)

Welcome back to Term 6!

We have begun reorganising our curriculum overviews across the school ready for September and
throughout Term 6, I will be working with Miss Rodriguez (English Lead) to refresh our reading
curriculum, which will aim to increase children’s love of reading, enhance reading fluency and further
develop comprehension skills. I have also received staff feedback regarding changes to our feedback
and marking policy, which has been used to form a draft policy. We are hoping to trial this at the end of
Term 6 ready for a full roll out in September.

We have an exciting term ahead and I am looking forward to continuing to work with staff to ensure
teaching and learning across the school is ambitious, engaging and helps our children at Harrietsham
to flourish.

In the final week of Term 5, I was able to spend some time in lessons seeing the fantastic learning taking place across the school. In
Year 1, the children were excited to share their instruction leaflets about how to grow a plant, Year 5 were having detailed
discussions about the meaning of generosity in their RE lesson, Year 3 were working hard to tell the time and Year 4 were carefully
publishing their menus ready for their Café the following day. It was so lovely to see children’s levels of engagement and
enthusiasm for their learning. 

As you know, the end of the academic year usually sees some movement of staff as people move onto new
adventures and begin new journeys.  I have some staffing updates for you below.

Unfortunately, Mrs Masterson will be leaving us at the end of the summer term. We thank Mrs Masterson for her hard
work and dedication to the business functions of the school over the last two years and we wish her the best of luck
in her new role.  We have appointed a new Business Leader who will start with us in September - Vikki Reeves will be
available in the office to help with any business / finance queries.

Mr Hyder is also sadly leaving us at the end of the summer term after working at the school since 2016.  Mr Hyder will
have taught many of your children and his calm and thoughtful approach will be missed.  We wish Mr Hyder all the
very best for his new adventure. We have appointed a new teacher who will join us in September - we are proud to
welcome Molly Alexander to the team.

Both Mrs Mansell and Miss Clark left the school at the end of last term and we wish them both the very best of luck
for their future.  Mrs Nichols has also decided not to return to school after being poorly lately.  Mrs Nichols has
worked at the school for three years and will probably have supported many of your children and we send her our
best wishes for the future.

Unfortunately, we will also be saying goodbye to both Mr Norey and Mrs Mannering at the end of the summer term.  
Mr Norey has worked mainly with Key Stage Two children in the two years he has been with us - and he has built up
quite the reputation in his role on the football pitch at playtimes.  He will be missed by the children.  Mrs Mannering
has put her heart and soul into developing our playtimes so that every child in our school has a wonderful playtime -
with lots of different equipment to play with.  She has also developed our new library and has launched our
accelerated reader scheme.  She too will be sadly missed.

We are fortunate to have recruited a new Site Manager who will begin working with us this term - please do welcome
Mr Dunk to the team if you see him in and around the school site.  Mr Dunk will complete a period of handover with
Mr Gambell as he learns our school site - be assured we will let you know in advance of Mr Gambell’s last day with us.



Forest School News

A big “thank-you” to John, Seb's
Grandad, for his donation of a bench
and some plants for our allotment.

We recommend our children at least wear long trousers to
Forest School please. They can change to shorts after.



All infant children (Year R, Year 1 and Year 2) are
automatically entitled to a free school meal every day

through the government’s universal infant free school meal
scheme - just book a meal each day and we’ll sort the rest!

Some children are also entitled to the Pupil Premium Grant.  The
eligibility for this is changing for September.  Any family that

receives Universal Credit is now able to apply.

Do you receive Univeral Credit?

It is important for you to apply, even if your child is in the lower school, as
they may be entitled to a buss saver pass, free holiday activities and food and

extra funding to support their education.

To sign up, visit the KCC link here:
https://apply.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/kent

https://apply.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/kent


Our School Attendance Rate to date is: 94%
National Average Attendance is: 94.93%

This means our children have more days off of school than children nationally.  Our children will be missing more vital
schooling than children at other schools.  To improve this, we need more children to be in school more of the time.

Our School Authorised Absence Rate is: 5.3%
National Average Authorised Attendance is: 3.69%

This means our children have more days off for illnesses / medical appointments than other children nationally.  Again,
this means they miss more vital schooling.  To improve this, we need to only keep our children off school when they

really are too poorly to attend and we need to try to arrange medical appointments outside of the school day.

Our School Unauthorised Absence Rate is: 4%
National Average Unauthorised Absence is: 1.38%

This means our children have significantly more (nearly 3 times as much) time off of school for reasons that we cannot
authorise, such as for family holidays.   To improve this, we must make sure that we do not take our children out of

school for family holidays.  Our children have 175 days a school year which are non-school days - these are the days
for family holidays.

14.2% of our children are deemed ‘Persistent Absentees’ with attendance below 90%.
National Average levels of Persistent Absentees is 13.13%

This means that more of our children have attendance below 90% than at other schools.  If your child has 90%
attendance, they will have the equivalent of half a day off per week, which adds up to 247 days off over their full

school career. This equals one full school year of lost education.

Attendance

Church Notices
Prayer Meeting

The Harrietsham prayer group now meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month,
at 4pm  in the Church Room (at the back of the village hall). 

Everyone is welcome. Please phone Paul on 01622 859634 or Pamela on 01622
859442 for more details or to ask for prayer, or do just come along to pray about our

community and anything on your mind. 

Bible Study
Come and join our Harrietsham Bible Study group on the 2nd and 4th

Tuesday of each month, at 2pm in the Church Room (there is a door into
this at the back of Harrietsham Village Hall).

Please join us on the day or phone 01622 859442 to find out more.

Tea and coffee will be served and everyone is welcome.

Supported by St John the Baptist Church, Harrietsham

Community Choir
Come along to our fun singalong community choir for

adults, singing popular songs for all!

At St John the Baptist Church, Harrietsham.
We meet once every fortnight between 7pm and 9pm.

Tea, coffee and cake will be served. Everyone is welcome.

For more information, please phone 01622 853819.

Games Club
Come and join us on 1st Tuesday of every month, from 2pm – 4pm, at the Booth Hall.

We supply games but please feel free to bring something you would particularly like to
introduce us to, teach us or just play.

Please join us on the day or phone 01622 859442 to find out more. Tea and coffee will be
served and everyone is welcome.

Supported by St John the Baptist Church, Harrietsham.

Our school attendance is below National Average and
we need your help to improve this ...



Trips, Visits and Clubs Feedback
Trips Costing Explanation:
There is some confusion around the school asking for voluntary contributions towards school trips. Schools do not
receive income for school trips from the Government.  However, we see the value that trips offer our children
educationally.  Schools are not allowed to ask for compulsory payments for school trips. Therefore, all contributions
must be voluntary. The unfortunate reality of school budgets means that if the cost of the trip cannot be met through
contributions, the trip will need to be cancelled. Arbor asks you to sign up for a trip and to make a voluntary
contribution. If you will struggle to make the voluntary contribution and would still like your child to attend the trip, you
are able to email our Finance Officer, Kate, on: finance@harrietsham.kent.sch.uk.

Swimming Costing Explanation:
Swimming is a National Curriculum subject and so the school pays the tuition fees for the cost of the swimming lessons
for Year 3 in Term 2. We do, however, ask parents to contribute towards travel. Without this, the school would not
afford coaches for swimming and we will need to look at trains. All other swimming sessions are voluntary and so the
school seeks payment from parents.

Feedback about Trips

mailto:finance@harrietsham.kent.sch.uk


Feedback about In-School Visits



Feedback about Total Costs for 
Trips and Visits



Feedback about Clubs

Feedback about Awareness Days



Feedback about Fundraising

Discos



Next Year’s Offer

Please note: The below is subject to change.  
             All costs are approximate.



Yearly Events Schedule:



Andy Davis Music

After-School Dance and Music
Clubs:

Andy and his team are looking at
running some after-school Dance and

Music Clubs.

Dance – Learn new moves and build
confidence on the dance floor (1
hour – £10, 90 minutes – £13)
Musical Theatre – Singing, dance,
drama and performance skills (1
hour – £10, 90 minutes – £13)
Djembe Drumming – Rhythm,
coordination, and lots of fun! (30
minutes, £10 per lesson)

Please complete the google form (link
below) if your child would be interested

in attending an after-school Music
Club.

https://forms.gle/CnvKHa8TLyq1XPfDA

1:1 in-school Dance Lessons:

To express interest, please sign-up here: https://forms.gle/CnvKHa8TLyq1XPfDA

1:1 in-school Guitar, Singing or Drum Lessons:

Please sign-up here: https://docs.google.com/forms

https://forms.gle/CnvKHa8TLyq1XPfDA
https://forms.gle/CnvKHa8TLyq1XPfDA
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeAvtM4eEfPRjgFsSUmk1X_9HDWx9aByvxxMpDmbCXYL9uqaQ/viewform


Community News
The below are flyers that we have been asked to share by various community groups. 

Please note that we have no connection with these groups and so cannot endorse them, but we wanted to
share the information in case anything was of interest.

Community News
The below are flyers that we have been asked to share by various community groups. 

Please note that we have no connection with these groups and so cannot endorse them, but we wanted to
share the information in case anything was of interest.

Free 11+ Preparation and
KS2 learning support

Harrietsham Church of England Primary School
has partnered with Atom Learning, a Key Stage 2
learning and 11+ preparation website, to provide
free KS2 learning to primary school children
who are eligible for Pupil Premium. 

 Eligible students will receive access to Atom
Home for free (normally £575.90 a year). 
 

There is a 5-day free trial of Atom available for
non-Pupil Premium families. 
 

 What is Atom Home?
 

Atom Home is an online learning and exam
preparation platform for ages 7-11. Covering
English, maths, verbal reasoning and non-verbal
reasoning, children can practise 11+ questions and
explore learning resources, mock tests, video
tutorials, and exam preparation materials. 
 

Do you know someone who is eligible? 
 

If you would like to explore this resource further,
please visit: https://atomlearning.com/pupil-
premium/primary-schools

After completing the form on this page, the school
office will receive a notification to verify your
child’s pupil premium eligibility. Once confirmed,
your child’s Atom Home account will be created. 
 

How to find out if you are eligible for Pupil
Premium:
 

If you feel your child is eligible for Pupil Premium,
but you have not yet claimed this, please visit:

https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-
children/schools/free-school-meals#tab-1

Equality and Diversity Committee -
Representatives Needed

We are still looking for parents or carers who can represent
the following communities on the committee:

People/ families from ethnic minority backgrounds
Religious backgrounds
LGBTQ+ 

If you feel you can bring your perspective and voice to help
us shape a more inclusive environment for all our children
and families, we would love to hear from you.

Please contact the school office
(office@harrietsham.kent.sch.uk) if you would like to find
out more or volunteer to represent one of these
communities.

https://apply.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/kent
https://atomlearning.com/pupil-premium/primary-schools
https://atomlearning.com/pupil-premium/primary-schools
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/free-school-meals#tab-1
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/free-school-meals#tab-1
mailto:office@harrietsham.kent.sch.uk
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