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Nurtured We Flourish 23.5.25
Happy Half Term! It is incredible to think that a whole half term has passed by so quickly!

We have updated the children today to let them know that when we return from half term our new OPAL playing field will be
opened for the Year 6 children.  It is not yet ready for the footfall of all children, so Year 6 will be testing it out before the
whole school will have free-flow access to it in September. From next term, the whole school will have their lunch time, with all
LSAs on duty, from 12 - 1pm.

Today, we have said goodbye to Mr Mellor.  Mr Mellor has worked as an LSA in lots of our classes but he has been given the
amazing opportunity to return to Camp America for the summer as a group leader.  We are hoping to welcome him back at
some point in the future and we wish him all the very best for his time abroad.  

In addition, we said goodbye to Reverend John Huggins yesterday.  Reverend John has volunteered at the school as a
Governor, and supported in many ways at the school in a volunteer capacity, for 8 years.  He has been instrumental in driving
the Christian ethos within our school and the children will always remember his teachings in their Thursday Church Worships.  
John is due to retire in the summer and so we wanted to wish him farewell and thank him in true Harrietsham style.  We wish
Reverend John the very best of luck for his retirement and thank him hugely for all he has done for the school over the years. 

I wish you all a very happy and sunny half term break and we will see the children back at school on Tuesday 3  June.rd

School Projects - Do you know a company who can sponsor us? 
We have a number of great ideas for some fantastic school projects, which will enhance our school, our
curriculum and the offer for our children.  We have motivated and enthusiastic staff who are willing to put
them into action.  However, in order to achieve these, we would need to find sponsors.  

If you know of any charities or companies who may be willing to sponsor us for any of the projects
below, please do let me know (headteacher@harrietsham.kent.sch.uk).



Thanks to local residents Tony and Judith for their kind donation of a picnic bench for Forest School
- which our ‘removal men’ did a great job of relocating!

Thanks also to Summer and Amelie for their kind donation of a mud kitchen for Forest School.

Miss Bradley and all of the children are very appreciative and can’t wait to put both donations to
great use.

Kind Donations and Huge “Thank-you’s”!

Ordering School Photos:
The deadline for ordering class

photos for delivery to school is 8
June. Orders can still be placed

after this date, but there will be a
delivery charge.  Please get your

orders in soon!

th

A plea from the School
Office:

We are seeing an increase in
numbers of children being

collected from school early, often
with little to no prior notice.

Please can we ask that you do not
collect your child early from
school unless it is absolutely
essential. If you do have pre-

agreed medical appointments etc,
please let the office know with as

much notice as possible, otherwise
please leave collection until

3:20pm.



A big drop since last week!

Class Attendance
Well done to all of the classes over our school target of 96%.

Class Punctuality
Well done to all of those children who have been on time every
day this week. 

I have noticed an increase in requests for term time absence this term.  Please be aware that, under
Government Guidance, we are not allowed to authorise term time holidays.  A Headteacher is only able to
authorise term-time leave under exceptional circumstances.  You may consider that a holiday will be
educational, but your child will still miss out on the teaching and learning that their peers will receive
whilst your child is away. Children returning from a leave of absence during term time are also unprepared
for the lessons which build on the teaching they have missed and children can struggle to catch-up.
Evidence shows that children who miss school do not achieve as well as those who attend regularly.  For
this reason, I ask that you please consider carefully whether any absence requested for your child is
absolutely essential.

Only Woodpeckers have hit our
attendance target this week!

Well done Woodpeckers.

Only Herons have hit our
punctuality target this week!

Well done Herons.



A huge well done to the children in Year 6 who arranged the
Ice Bucket Challenge today and managed to raise £80 for

Young Minds, whilst drenching their teachers!

If anyone has any photos or videos of the event, please do
email them onto me so that I can show any children who

missed it in Worship on our first week back.

A huge well done, and thank you, to the organisers. The children organised
the whole event completely by themselves - from persuading teacher

‘volunteers’ to take part, to advertising, to collecting fundraising.  What a
great example of the kind of children we are fostering here at Harrietsham -

children who are willing to put in hard work and commitment to raising
money for a cause important to them.

Library Update

Our library has been painted!!!   

A team of lovely volunteers from Bedfont Scientific gave up lots of their time to clear and paint the walls.  We cannot
thank them enough for their time and commitment.

In addition, Miss Thurston’s brother, who is a professional painter, was roped in to help in his spare time after work.
Thanks to Miss Thurston for the arm twisting (!) and to her brother for giving up his time to decorate the ‘hard to reach’

places and tall ceilings.

Thanks also to our lovely team of staff who have put in time after school to paint so that it can be finished.  We are truly
lucky to have such a committed team of staff working so hard to create the best school for our children.

The next stage of the project will involve transforming the library into a Forest.  Mr Walker has already begun measuring,
and searching catalogues for exciting new additions to make the space great. 

If you would like to donate to our library project, so that we can begin purchasing furnishings and new books, please
donate via the link below. 

 The more we raise, the more we can do!

To donate, click here: Harrietsham Library Just Giving Link

https://thankateacher.co.uk/nationalthankateacherday/
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/harrietshamschoollibrary?utm_term=x6ppJMQqJ


Community News
The below are flyers that we have been asked to share by various community groups. 

Please note that we have no connection with these groups and so cannot endorse them, but we wanted to
share the information in case anything was of interest.



https://www.ecb.co.uk/play/all-stars
https://www.ecb.co.uk/play/dynamos-cricket

