Year 3 Writing Framework (Sept 2025)

In Year 3, the terminology introduced in Year 2 will need further application and consolidation, particularly word classes and their use within spoken and written contexts. Children will expand their repertoire of familiar punctuation as they begin to explore more complex sentence structures.
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Understand which letters can be
left unjoined.

Handwriting practice to improve
legibility, consistency and quality

Handwriting of writing. of writing. of writing. of writing. of writing. of writing.
Diagonal and horizontal strokes Diagonal and horizontal strokes Diagonal and horizontal strokes Diagonal and horizontal strokes Diagonal and horizontal strokes Diagonal and horizontal strokes
used to join letters. used to join letters. used to join letters. used to join letters. used to join letters. used to join letters.
Words where the digraph ‘ou’ Words with the prefix ‘re-". Words with the digraph ‘ai’ and Words ending in ‘al’. Words with the suffix ‘- er’. Words ending in ’-sion’.
makes an /ow/ sound. tetragraph ‘aigh’.
Words with the prefix 'dis-’. Words ending in ‘le’. Words where the digraph ‘ch’ Revision.
Words where the digraph ‘ou’ Words with the digraph ‘ei’ and makes a /k/ sound.
makes a /u/ sound. Words with the prefix ‘'mis-’. tetragraph ‘eigh’. Words ending in ‘-ly’ where the
Spelling base word ends in ‘le’. Words ending in ‘-gue’ and ‘-que’.
Words where ‘y’ makes an /i/ Words where “-ing’, ‘-er’ and ‘-ed’ | Words where the digraph ‘ey’
Spelling Shed sound. are added to multisyllabic words. | makes an /ai/ sound. Words ending in ‘-ly’ where the Words where the digraph ‘sc’
base word ends in ‘-ic’. makes a /s/ sound.
Words ending in ‘-sure’. Words where “-ing’, -en’ and ‘-ed’ | Words with the suffix ‘—ly’.
are added to multisyllabic words. Words ending in “-ly’; exceptions. | Words that are homophones.
Words ending in ‘-ture’. Words that are homophones.
Review nouns (common and Pronouns. Noun types — common, proper, Find adverbials in texts, Identify word class of words in Identify word classes and discuss
proper) with capital letters. pronoun and use to provide understand their relationship with | sentences. how different words are needed.
Noun phrases using nouns and clarity. verbs.
Vowels and consonants. adjectives. Use fronted adverbials to open Use a range of conjunctions to
Prepositions (introduce and Change position of adverbials. sentences, with correct comma. join ideas in sentences.
Determiners ‘a’ or ‘an’ correctly. Co-ordinating and sub-ordinating | model in sentences).
conjunctions (knowing the main Revise and identify prepositions in | Use the present perfect form of Range of verb forms in spoken
Indicate possession using the clause). Range of sentence types with a text. verbs in contrast to the past and written work, spot quickly
possessive apostrophe. correct punctuation. tense. when reading.
Identify effective verbs. Commas after fronted adverbials.
Range of sentence structures, Discuss sentence types from a Maintain consistency of tense. Begin to use commas to separate
including subordination. Irregular past tense verb forms text. Sometimes use present / past main clause from subordinate.
Grammar and be able to change from perfect (oracy focus). Correct punctuation in a range of

Past tense verb forms (revise —ed
and —ing progressive form).

Identify direct speech and
associated punctuation.

Revise commands, questions and
exclamations, using correct
punctuation.

present to past.
Commas in a list.
Apostrophes for singular nouns.

Revise !l and ?

Express time, place and cause
using conjunctions (when, before,
after, while, so, because).

Apostrophes for regular plurals.

Subordinate and co-ordinate
clauses (know the main clause).

Know the subject of a sentence.

Use and punctuate direct speech
(inverted commas and commas
used in correct place).

Apostrophes in a range of
contexts.

Revise subordinate and co-
ordinate clauses.

sentence types, including
commas in a list.

Use conjunctions, adverbs and
prepositions to express time and
cause.

Revise apostrophes for possession
and contraction.

Subordinate and co-ordinate
clauses.

Use the present perfect form of
verbs in contrast to the past
tense.




Apostrophes for regular plurals.

Composition

Use paragraphs.

Create settings, characters and
plots using a shared text for ideas.

Making notes of ideas before
writing.

Composing and rehearsing
sentences orally (including
dialogue) and in a written plan.

Use the correct tense (simple
past, present and progressive).

Self and peer editing and
feedback (suggesting
improvements / corrections to
grammar and vocabulary).

Read aloud their own writing.

Recognise the features of the
focus genre and using the
structure, vocabulary and
grammar from an example text.

Headings and subheadings.

Use the correct tense (simple
past, present and progressive).

Use paragraphs to organise.

Composing and rehearsing
sentences orally (including
dialogue) and in a written plan.

Self and peer editing and
feedback (suggesting
improvements / corrections to
grammar and vocabulary).

Read aloud their own writing.
Recognise the features of the
focus genre and using the
structure, vocabulary and

grammar from an example text.

Sequence ideas chronologically.

Use a poem structure and
features.

Use a scaffold of a newspaper to
write an article.

Use the correct tense (simple
past, present and progressive).

Use paragraphs effectively.
Discuss and record ideas

Composing and rehearsing
sentences orally (including
dialogue) and in a written plan.

Different sentence types e.g.
commands, questions and
exclamations.

Proof-read for spelling and
punctuation errors

Read aloud their own writing

Recognise the features of the
focus genre and using the
structure, vocabulary and
grammar from an example text.

Sequence ideas chronologically.

Self and peer editing and
feedback (suggesting
improvements / corrections to
grammar and vocabulary).

Use paragraphs effectively.

Create settings, characters and
plot, using a shared text.

Different sentence types e.g.
commands, questions and
exclamations.

Use the correct tense (simple
past, present and progressive).

Discuss and record ideas

Recognise the features of the
focus genre and using the
structure, vocabulary and
grammar from an example text.

Self and peer editing and
feedback (suggesting
improvements / corrections to
grammar and vocabulary).

Read aloud their own writing

Sequence ideas chronologically
using conjunctions.

Instructions using direct language,
adverbs and adjectives.

Composing and rehearsing
sentences orally (including
dialogue) and in a written plan.

Experiment with words in poems.

Evaluate the effectiveness of
writing for the audience.

Use paragraphs effectively.

Create settings, characters and
plot, using a shared text.

Write persuasively and creating
leaflets.

Different sentence types e.g.
commands, questions and
exclamations.

Read aloud their own writing

Self and peer editing and
feedback (suggesting
improvements / corrections to
grammar and vocabulary).

Experiment with words in poems.
Write to build suspense.

Recognise the features of the
focus genre and using the
structure, vocabulary and
grammar from an example text.

Composing and rehearsing
sentences orally (including
dialogue) and in a written plan.

Sequence ideas in a non-
chronological way.

Headings and subheadings.
Use paragraphs effectively.

Different sentence type and
identify the difference between
them e.g. commands, questions
and exclamations.

Read aloud their own writing

Self and peer editing and
feedback (suggesting
improvements / corrections to
grammar and vocabulary).

Experiment with words in poems.
Write to build suspense.

Recognise the features of the
focus genre and using the
structure, vocabulary and
grammar from an example text.

Composing and rehearsing
sentences orally (including
dialogue) and in a written plan.

Vocabulary

Repertoire of plural nouns, using siffix s/es/ies.
Bank of nouns using suffixes ness, er, tion.
Discuss effective vocabulary from class texts.

Spell and read words with prefixes.

Use prefixes super-, anti-, dis-, mis-,

in-.

Bank of effective noun phrases and verbs.

Refine understanding of less familiar words.
Use mor adventurous words in writing.
Use dictionaries and thesauruses to boost and check writing.




Correct use of adverbs to conform to standard English e.g. she ran Identify subject of a sentence. In spoken English, use correct standard English.
quickly, they did well. Ensure verb matches subject. Orally correct spoken errors.
Role-play using formal language.

ranscription

Use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them (English Appendix 1)

Spell further homophones.

Spell words that are often misspelt (English Appendix 1).

Place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals [for example, girls’, boys’] and in words with
Irregular plurals [for example, children’s].

Use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary.

\Write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and punctuation taught so far.

Handwriting

Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one
another, are best left unjoined.

Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for example, by ensuring that the downstrokes of letters
are parallel and equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do
not touch].

Composition
Plan their writing by:

discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its structure,
ocabulary and grammar
discussing and recording ideas

Draft and write by:

Composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an
increasing range of sentence structures (English Appendix 2).

Organising paragraphs around a theme.

In narratives, creating settings, characters and plot.

In non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [for example, headings and sub-headings].

Evaluate and edit by:

ssessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting improvements.

Proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the accurate use of pronouns in sentences.
Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors.

Read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and
olume so that the meaning is clear.




