
Capture & Organise
(Engage)

Enjoy & Immerse
(Explore)

Apply
(Develop)

Collaborative Composition
(Shared Writes)



Key questions in our process

Does the model text
work for what it was

intended?

What is the writing
doing to us?

How is the author doing
that?



Children should be exposed to, and be able to recall, a
variety of traditional stories. 
Many modern stories are based on these stories. 

Children also need to be secure in High Frequency
Words. If children are not secure in these, it provides a
barrier to learning. 

The models used in writing lessons should be carefully
chosen and engaging, to provide content for children to
use.  

Developing Knowledge
THINK - What are we
aiming for?



The research
Children cannot produce high quality writing without high-quality content
to fall back on (paraphrased from Lindsay Pickton). 

Our process has been created based on research from a range of sources,
all of which demonstrate that writing should start with exploration,
continue with gathering of skills and ideas and then end with the creation
of independent work. 

It has been refined with the DFE Writing Framework (2025) and the
EEF’s ‘Phases of the Writing Process’. 

Whilst this process should be constantly referred to, it is important to
note that children may jump backwards and forwards between steps,
depending on the genre of writing, ability of the child and the desired
outcomes. 

There is no requirement in the curriculum for children to come up with
their own content, only to develop content they have been provided with.

We need to provide the floor, not the ceiling. 

It follows the I DO, WE DO, YOU DO
routine. 

We also refer to it as SOURCE,
SUPPORTED, INDEPENDENT 



EXPLORE - Look at a model haiku about something else, what does it sound like?

ENGAGE - Gather ideas about a different picture, create a shared haiku together
about a different topic stimulus (e.g. a conker).

DEVELOP - Gather ideas together and use what we know to create our haiku.

Example Task

Unit: Write a Haiku about an apple
(simplified explanation).



Writing Unit Structure Research
Abbeymead Primary School 
https://www.abbeymead.gloucs.sch.uk/curriculum/core-subjects/writing

TES
https://www.tes.com/magazine/archive/nine-essential-tips-successful-primary-writing-unit

Writing 4 Pleasure
https://writing4pleasure.com/2023/03/22/the-components-of-an-effective-writing-unit/

CLPE
https://clpe.org.uk/research/writing

DfE Writing Framework 2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-writing-framework


