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Harrietsham Church of England Primary School  
Forest School Long Term Plan  

  
Key Concepts 
 YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 
Bushcraft        
Shelters        
Fire        
Nature        
Rope        
Cross 
curricular  

       

 
 

 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

EYFS Can I get to know 

our forest school 

and demonstrate 

our forest school 

rules? 

 

Can I collect natural 
materials to create 
a self-portrait? 
(Cross Curricular) 
 
 

Can I notice changes 

in the trees?(link to 

The leaf thief) 

 

Can I decorate a 
tree ornament? 
(Cross Curricular) 
 

Can I notice changes 

in the weather? 

 

Can I thread? 

 

Can I build a mini 

house, logpile, 

treetop, 

underground? 

(Cross Curricular) 

 

Can I make potions? 
 

Can I demonstrate 

fire circle safety? And 

watch a fire being 

built? 
 

Can I collect natural 

materials and 

create a dinosaur 

village? 

(Cross Curricular) 

 
Can I safely use 
digging tools? 
 
 

Can I identify roots, 

shoots and fruits? 

(Cross Curricular) 

 

Can I collect 

materials to build a 

mini 

shelter/habitat? 

 
Can I create a bark 
rubbing? 
 

Can I build a nest? 

 

Can I make ink 
using natural 
materials? 
 
Can I search for 
minibeasts? 
 

Year 1 Can I make a basic 

friendship bracelet?  

Can I tie a half 

hitch? 

Can I notice the 

differences in 

seasons? 

 

Can I apply a half 
hitch to shelter 
building (recap skills) 
 

Can I safely peel a 
stick with a potato 
peeler? 
 

Can I identify the 
difference between 
living and dead 
trees? 

Can I identify a 
greater number of 
trees and the 
changing seasons? 



 

 

Can I use knots to 

make a toy using 

sticks and strings? 

(Cross Curricular) 

 

Can I demonstrate 

fire circle safety and 

etiquette? 

 
Can I understand 

the need to 

completely 

extinguish a fire 

(fire triangle)? 

 

Can I use loose parts 

and natural 

materials to build a 

pirate ship? (Cross 

Curricular) 

 

 

 

 

Can I find resources in 

nature and create art 

of an amazing 

animal? (Cross 

Curricular) 

 
Can I build a den? 

 

 
Can I demonstrate 
the safety elements 
of using bushcraft 
tools to make a 
superhero gadget? 
(Cross Curricular) 
 
Can I identify five 
different 
minibeasts? 
 

 
Can I identify the 
sampling? (Cross 
Curricular) 
 
Can I identify dry 
sticks for fire 
making? 
 
Can I produce a 
spark with a flint 
and steel? 
 
Can I safely cook 
items on a stick? 

 
Can I build a mini 
shelter for a teddy 
applying skills 
learnt so far? 
 
Can I use loose 
parts and natural 
materials to build a 
castle or a fort 
(Cross Curricular) 

Year 2 Can I demonstrate 
safe use of 
peelers?(recap) 
 
Can I confidently 
use a reef knot in 
shelter building? 
(Cross Curricular – 
focus on team 
building) 
 
Can I compare 
habitats? 

Can I collect and 
compare various 
materials? (Cross 
Curricular) 
 
Can I collect natural 
materials to create 
a spider's web? 
 
Can I demonstrate 
the safe use of a 
peeler? 

Can I light cotton 
wool using a steel? 
(Cross Curricular to 
burn down DT 
houses)   
 
Can I select an 
appropriate area to 
create a shelter? 
 
Can I demonstrate 
the safe use of 
peelers to whittle and 
decorate a stick? 
 
 

 
(Cross Curricular) 
Why is our world 
wonderful? 
Observation, 
learning about 
nature and creating 
art focused on 
nature.  (will take a 
few sessions) 
 
 
Can I tie an 

overhand knot? 

Can I demonstrate 
the safe use a 
hammer to print 
leaves? 
 

 

Can I confidently 
use my knowledge 
of knots to make a 
Teddy bear 
stretcher? 
 
Can I make biscuits 
to cook on a fire? 
(Cross Curricular) 
 
Can I identify a Field 
Maple? 
 

Can I create a new 
habitat? (Cross 
Curricular) 
 
 
Can I build a large 
nest for myself? 
 
Can I whittle a stick 
using a peeler to 
make a decoration 
or dream catcher? 



 

Year 3 Can I identify an 

Oak tree? 

 

Can I build an A-

Frame shelter using 

the clove hitch 

knot? (Cross 

Curricular) 

 

Can I braid with a 

partner? 

Can I use various 
materials to make a 
wattle and daub 
wall? (Cross 
Curricular) 
 
Can I identify any 

fungi? 

 
Can I make art 
inspired by Andy 
Goldsworthy? 

 
Can I make bread to 
be cooked on a fire 
and demonstrate the 
fire circle rules? 
(Cross Curricular)   
 
Can I demonstrate an 
understanding of the 
fire triangle? 
 
 
Can I recap and 
explain a reef knot 
and clove hitch? 

 

Can I use my knot 
knowledge to make 
an Egyptian water 
system? (Cross 
Curricular) over a 
few sessions. 
 
 Can I demonstrate 
safe use of 
secateurs to prune? 
 
Can I demonstrate 
safe use of a 
hammer to weave? 
 

Can I use my 
knowledge of 
geography to create 
my own map of our 
forest school? 
(Cross Curricular) 
 
Can I demonstrate 
the safe use of 
secateurs to create 
a dream catcher? 
 
Can I build a 

ridgeline shelter? 

 

Can I discuss parts 

of an oak tree and 

explain what they 

do? (Cross 

Curricular)  

 

Can I survey our 

oak trees? 

 

Can I create a rope 

swing? 

Year 4 Can I build an A-
Frame using a clove 
hitch? 
 
Can I recycle water? 
 
Can I demonstrate 
the safe use of 
peelers and 
secateurs to create 
a javelin? (Cross 
Curricular) 
 

Can I trek around 
our forest school to 
observe nature and 
terrains? (Cross 
Curricular) 
 
Can I demonstrate 
my understanding 
of fire safety? Fire 
square and Triangle 
recap? 
 

Can I use a clove 
hitch? (recap) 
 
Can I source natural 
materials and use 
knots to create a 
bridge? (Cross 
Curricular) 
 
Can I identify 
different parts of a 
tree? 
 

Can I hunt for flags 
hidden within our 
forest school? 
(Cross Curricular) 
 
Can I use square 
lashing to make a 
frame? 
 
Can I make fire 
bricks from paper? 

Can I demonstrate 
safe use of a loopers 
to prune? 
 
Can I cook fruit 
kebabs on the fire, 
demonstrating fire 
safety? (Cross 
Curricular) 
 
Can I identify a 
Beech tree? 
 

Can I observe 
habitats and use 
my knowledge to 
create new ones? 
(Cross Curricular) 
 
Can I use knots to 
create a successful 
painting tool? 
 
Can I use the tools I 
made to paint 
some nature 
themed art? 



Can I make a warm 
drink? Using Kelly 
kettles. 

 

Year 5 Can I apply the reef 
knot to a pulley 
system? 
(Cross Curricular)   
 
Can I recap the fire 
triangle and light 
wood shavings with 
a flint and steel? 
 
Can I collect 
rainwater? 
 

 Can I work as a 
team to cook soup 
on a fire and 
demonstrate the 
fire circle rules? 
(Cross Curricular)   
Can I confidently 
use knots and 
materials to make a 
mini (teddy bear) 
stretcher? 
 
Can I safely use 
Secateurs and 
loopers to create 
art? 

Can I collect materials 
to make a mini-Viking 
village? (Cross 
Curricular) 
 
Can I use a teepee 
knot? 
 
Can I observe nature 
and create a piece of 
art? 

Can I demonstrate 
the safe use of a 
bow saw? 
 
Can I apply my 
knowledge of forces 
to test using a 
marble run? (Cross 
Curricular) 
 
Can I use my knot 
knowledge to create 
a teddy bear zip 
line? 

Can I successfully 
make a shelter to 
protect me and my 
team from the rain? 
(Cross Curricular) 
 
Can I identify an 
Elder tree? 
 
Can I search for 
evidence of 
animals/wildlife? 

Can I demonstrate 
the safe use of a 
knife to carve 
wood? 
 
Can I build a 
ladder? 
 
Can I practice 
survival skills? 
(Cross Curricular) 

 

Year 6 Can I erect a tent? 
 
 
Can I identify a 
Blackthorn tree? 
 
Can I use varies 
knots to create a 
shelter? Link to 
WW2 using tents to 
simulate an air raid. 
(Cross Curricular)   

Can I demonstrate 
the safe use of tools 
to craft? 
 
Can I observe 
nature to create 
beautiful pieces of 
art? Link to 
enterprise week 
Printing and 
painting (Cross 
Curricular)   
 
Can I build a sack 
chair? 

Can I light a fire with 
sticks? 
 
Can I spot and 
identify 3 different 
birds? 
 
Can I use natural 

dyes? (Cross 

Curricular)   

 

Can I survey 
habitats? (Cross 
Curricular) 
 
Can I cook safely on 
the fire, 
demonstrating the 
fire circles? 
 
Can I erect a 
freestanding ridge 
line trap? 

Can I confidently 
use knots and 
materials to make a 
stretcher? 
 
Can I create a 
dichotomous key to 
identify minibeasts? 
(Cross Curricular) 
 
Can I safely use 
tools for a big build? 
(Cross Curricular) 

Can I safely use 

tools for a big 

build? 

(Cross Curricular) 

 

 


