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School Context: 
 

Harrietsham CEP Vision Statement 
 

We are a warm, welcoming, and inclusive school rooted in our rural community. Like the mustard seed we grew from 
tiny beginnings and our branches are now spread wide –providing support and taking our values beyond the school 

gates. All those in our community feel safe and nurtured - able to flourish and grow academically, spiritually, 
emotionally and physically to achieve their full God-given potential. 

 

 “Nurtured we flourish”  
 
We are a nurturing school.  As such we believe in, and follow, The Six Principles of Nurture in all of our practice. 
 

1. Children’s learning is understood developmentally. 
2. The classroom offers a safe base. 
3. The importance of nurture for the development of wellbeing. 
4. Language is a vital means of communication. 
5. All behaviour is communication. 
6. The importance of transition in children’s lives.  

  

Our Values 

  
The roots of our vision are in the parable of the Mustard Seed. 
 
‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest of 
all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch 

in its branches’. 
Matthew 13 31-32 

 
In order to grow and reach our potential, everything that we do in school is driven by our vision and underpinned by 
our core Christian values of: 

 

Love, Fellowship and Forgiveness 
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Purpose  
 
The purpose of the policy is to ensure that, during the school day, all children have full and free access to a 
broad and balanced curriculum. The school day is defined as 8.50am to 3.20pm.  
 
 

What was consulted?  
 
The policy has been informed by A Guide to the Law for School Governors.  
 
 

Roles and responsibilities of headteacher, other staff and 
governors  
 
The headteacher will ensure that the following applies:  
 

During the school day  

 
Voluntary contributions may be sought for activities during the school day which entail additional costs, for 
example swimming lessons, school trips, and transport costs to events, visits by theatre companies or 
specialist group speakers. There is no obligation for parents to make any contribution and no child will be 
excluded from an activity if their parents are unwilling or unable to pay. If the school is unable to raise 
enough funds for an activity or visit, then it will be cancelled.  
 
From time to time we may invite a non-school based organisation such as ‘History off the Page’ or ‘Music 
for Change’ to arrange an activity during the school day. The cost of such organisations will be covered by 
asking for voluntary contributions from parents. Again, an activity may be cancelled if not enough voluntary 
contributions are collected.  
 
Occasionally we offer activities via Cycle Circle (Bikeability), or other activities / events that are not related 
to the curriculum. Participation with these activities will be parental choice and will require agreement from 
the parents / carers to meet all charges associated.  
 

Optional activities outside of the school day  

 
We will charge for optional, extra activities provided outside of the school day, for example sports coaching, 
some after school clubs and for materials at other after school clubs such as cookery or needlework. Such 
activities are not part of the National Curriculum or religious education, nor are they part of an examination 
syllabus.  
 

Education partly during the school day  

 
If a non-residential activity happens partly inside the school day and partly outside of it, there will be no 
charge if most of the time to be spent on the activity falls within the school day. However, as explained 
above, voluntary contributions may be sought. Conversely, if the bigger proportion of time spent falls outside 
of the normal school day, charges will be made. When such activities are arranged, parents will be told how 
the charges were calculated.  
 

Residential  

 
Charges will be made for board and lodging on residential visits but the charge made to the parent / carer 
must not exceed the actual cost. Where the parents / carers of pupils find themselves in challenging financial 
circumstances, they should approach the school in confidence, to discuss if the school is able to assist by 
offering a contribution towards the overall cost or make other arrangements such as attendance during the 
day only.  

https://dera.ioe.ac.uk/id/eprint/8971/1/GTTL_FINAL.pdf
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Other charges will be made to cover costs when the number of school sessions missed by the pupils totals 
half or more of the number of half-days taken up by the activity. In such cases parents will be told how the 
charges were calculated.  
 

Calculating charges  

 
When charges are made for any activity, whether during or outside of the school day, they will be based on 
the actual costs incurred, divided by the total number of pupils participating. There will be no levy on those 
who can pay to support those who can’t.  
 
Support for cases of hardship will come through voluntary contributions and fundraising. This can be 
accessed by having an informal discussion with the Finance and Office Manager.  
 

Arrangements for monitoring and evaluation  

 
The School Business Leader monitors the charges and remissions and ensures that they comply with this 
policy.  
 
Financial reports are reviewed at each meeting of the Governing Body to ensure that the charging and 
remissions are balanced and trips/activities etc. are cost effective, value for money and enhance the 
curriculum. 


